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Quote of the week

Word to know

A restaurant where you can pay whatever you want 

Drexell & Honeybee’s restaurant in Alabama, US is a unique restaurant.

Why? Because if you eat here, you can pay any amount you want for the food!

Ÿ The restaurant neither has prices written on its menu nor do they demand any fixed amount from their customers.

Ÿ Instead, they have a donation box, where customers can donate any amount they want. They don’t even have to pay anything 
if they can’t.

Ÿ Some people drop US$3 or US$5 into the donation box, some pay nothing, and some serve food in exchange for meals.

Ÿ Thomas McMillan and her husband Freddie McMillan started this restaurant in March 2018 after they retired from their jobs

Ÿ The non-profit restaurant serves food with the motto is “We Feed the Need.”

Ÿ Drexell & Honeybee’s is open from Tuesday to Friday and serves almost 100 people a day.

Ÿ Many of the restaurant’s customers are elderly people who are poor and cannot pay for food and medicines.

Ÿ The menu includes dishes like macaroni and cheese, okra, beef stew, mashed potatoes and peach cobbler.

Before starting this restaurant, Thomas McMillan was serving free lunches for students at a local college.

Isn’t this a wonderful thing that they are doing?

Date : Sep 30 , 2019   |   Image Credit : Twitter@aldotcom

People reflect each other 
constantly, but when they dance, 
perhaps what they reflect most is 
that moment of honesty

- Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui

Gait  
Noun | gAYt

the way that someone walks

Kerala tops NITI Aayog’s School Education Quality Index 

Date : Oct 1 , 2019   |   Image Credit : pibarchive

NITI Aayog released its School Education Quality Index on Monday.

Ÿ Among 20 large states, Kerala was the best performer overall with a score of 76.6%, 
while Uttar Pradesh came in last with a score of 36.4%.

Ÿ Haryana, Assam and Uttar Pradesh showed the most improvement in their 
performance in 2016-17, compared to the previous year.

Ÿ Tamil Nadu was the top performer in access and equity (equal access to education for all) 
outcomes, while Karnataka led in learning outcomes. Haryana had the best 
infrastructure and facilities.

Ÿ Among smaller states, Manipur emerged as the best performer, while Chandigarh 
topped the list of Union Territories.

Ÿ West Bengal is not included in the rankings as it did not participate.

NITI Aayog developed the School Education Quality Index (SEQI) to evaluate the 
performance of states and Union Territories (UTs) in the school education sector.

Ÿ The index aims to identify their strengths and weaknesses and develop solutions for 
them.

Ÿ The School Education Quality Index evaluates states on the basis of learning outcomes, 
access, equity and infrastructure and facilities.

Ÿ It uses survey data, self-reported data from states and third-party verification to check 
all the necessary qualifications.

Google removes 29 harmful apps from Play Store

Date : Sep 30 , 2019   |   Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

Google recently removed twenty-nine malicious (harmful) apps from the Google Play 
Store. These 29 apps have been collectively downloaded more than 10 million times.

Ÿ One of the malicious apps from this set has been installed more than 5 million times.

Ÿ 24 out of the 29 apps are from ‘HiddAd’ category that hides the icon after the first 
launch and creates a shortcut on the home screen of the phone. The purpose of the 
apps is to not let users uninstall it by just dragging the icon.

Ÿ The remaining 5 apps are of the ‘Adware’ category. They generally get into Android 
phones through advertisements.  ‘Adware’ apps were found to drain users’ phone 
batteries and cause unnecessary heavy data usage.

Ÿ Many times, people were also fooled into downloading these apps because they would 
claim to have amazing unrealistic features like X-Ray scanning.

Our readers may recall that Google removed some spyware apps from the Play Store in 
July as well.
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Did You Know

Joke Pokes

Readers' Desk

01 October 2019 |  Yash Shrivastav, 8 , Sarvodaya Vidhyalaya No.1, Mori Gate, New Delhi, Delhi
At present, around 700 different 

species of dinosaurs have been 
discovered. Palaeontologists believe 
that there are many more species of 

dinosaurs yet to be discovered.

Q: What happens when 
you don’tdust your mirror?

A: You get a dirty look.

Mattur – The village where everyone speaks in Sanskrit 

Date : Sep 28 , 2019   |   Image Credit : Twitter @rajeshsri88

Mattur is a small village in Karnataka. What is unique about it is its language – Sanskrit.

Ÿ Everyone in the village, from adults to children understand and speak Sanskrit.

Ÿ Years ago, the villagers in Mattur spoke in Kannada. Tamil was also popular because of 
the large number of workers from the neighbouring state of Tamil Nadu.

Ÿ It all changed when an organisation, Samskrita Bharati, conducted a 10-day Sanskrit 
workshop in Mattur in 1981.

Ÿ A priest who was attending this workshop declared Mattur as the first Sanskrit 
village of the country.

Ÿ Since then, everyone has learning and speaking Sanskrit, irrespective of social and 
economic class.

Sanskrit belongs to the Indo-Aryan group of languages and is the root of many Indian 
languages.

Ÿ It was widely used in ancient India as the main language of scholars.

Ÿ Sanskrit was sometimes referred to as ‘devabhasha’ – which means the language of 
gods.

If you visit this village, they will greet you saying “Katham Aasthi” which means ‘how are 
you’ in Sanskrit. Would you reply in Sanskrit?

NASA records strange sounds on Mars 

Date : Oct 3 , 2019   |   Image Credit : https://www.nasa.gov/

We have read about the evidence of Life and the first quake detected on the planet Mars.

Now NASA’s (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) Insight Mission has 
detected ‘strange sounds’ on Mars.

Ÿ The sounds were detected by an instrument named seismometer which is placed inside 
the Insight Lander.

Ÿ The seismometer can record a very small amount of sound or vibration.

Ÿ  NASA has released recordings of the sound samples picked up by Insight Lander.

Ÿ These sounds are the mixture of blowing winds, movement of parts inside the lander and 
marsquakes.

Ÿ Researchers call these sounds as ‘Dinks and Donks’.

Ÿ The Lander has reported more than 100 such incidents since April 2019.

Ÿ There were similar noises observed on 25 July, 16 July, 22 May, 14 March, 10 April and 
11 April. But as they were smaller and unclear,  scientists were unsure whether they 
were marsquakes.

Ÿ Scientists believe that these sounds may be created by marsquakes or something similar.

You can also learn about InSight at https://mars.nasa.gov/insight/.

The true soul – Mahatmaz

The truth soul,

A freedom fighter,

A king of non-violence,

Who has a dream on clean India,

Who wants a Green India,

Who feels that everyone is equal,

One and only father of the nation – 
Mahatma Gandhi,

Feel Gandhi, Feel Gandhi

See the world with the eyes of 
Gandhi

Mahatma Gandhi, he is 
everywhere, he is everywhere

Feel Gandhi Feel Gandhi!
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Tongue Twister!

Joke Pokes

Readers' Desk

The great Greek grape growers 
grow great Greek grapes.

Q: Why do cats make 
terrible storytellers?

A: They only have one tail.

Saudi Arabia to invest US$100 billion in India  

Date : Sep 30 , 2019   |   Image Credit : Twitter, @YogiDevnathji

Saudi Arabia plans to invest US$100 billion in India in the petrochemicals, infrastructure 
and mining sectors.

Ÿ Saudi Arabia is the world’s biggest oil exporter and is looking for long term 
partnerships with India. They are looking for partnerships in the areas of energy, 
refining, petrochemicals, infrastructure, agriculture, minerals and mining.

Ÿ Saudi Arabia’s biggest oil giant Aramco has proposed a partnership with Reliance 
Industries Ltd that reflects the growing energy ties between the two countries.

Ÿ The country has also committed to address any shortfall in oil supply to India due to 
curb on import of oil from Iran.

Saudia Arabia is also working towards transforming its economy away from being totally 
oil-based.

Ÿ Under Vision 2030, the country plans to diversify its economy while reducing its 
dependence on petroleum products.

Ÿ This is in line with the world’s heightened concerns about climate change and the use 
of fossil fuels.

Ÿ More than 40 opportunities for joint collaboration and investments across various 
sectors have been identified between India and Saudi Arabia.

Currently, Saudia Arabia provides a big part of India’s energy needs. It provides more 
than 17% of crude oil and 32% LPG requirements of India.

Andhra Pradesh wins ‘best state’ at National Tourism 
Awards 
Date : Sep 29 , 2019   |   Image Credit : pibarchive

Andhra Pradesh won Best State at the National Tourism Awards 2017-18 on Friday. 
Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu presented the awards on World Tourism Day in 
New Delhi.

Ÿ Andhra Pradesh won the Best State Award for overall growth in the tourism 
category, beating Kerala and Goa.

Ÿ Goa and Madhya Pradesh were the joint winners in the Adventure Tourism category.

Ÿ Uttarakhand won the award for the Best Film Promotion-Friendly State.

Ÿ Telangana won the award for the Best State for the innovative use of IT (information 
technology).

Ÿ They presented a total of 76 awards under various categories this year.

Other winners include Kerala, Orchha, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International 
Airport (Mumbai), Vishakapatnam railway station (Andhra Pradesh) and more.

Union Minister of State for Tourism and Culture Prahlad Singh Patel and Secretary-
General of World Tourism Organisation Zurab Pololikashvili also attended the event.

The National Tourism Awards are presented every year by the Union Ministry of 
Tourism on World Tourism Day. It recognizes achievements in the travel, tourism and 
hospitality sectors.

An ode to the Masseeha, Mahatama Gandhi 
Date : 1 October 2019    | Heena Siddiqui, 9, Rani Chennamma Rajkiya Sarvodya Kanya Vidalaya, D block, 

 Jahangirpuri, New Delhi , 

ایک شخص ارادے بلند کر چال لڑنے جنگ ، 

                                               British

کا گالم نہ بن نےدیگا ارادے کرےگا بھنگ ،  

ہونسلوں سے باندھی ڈوری بھروسہ تھا سنگ ،

دینی تھی سزا کر رہے تھے ہمیں جو تنگ ،

ہماری مٹی اور اس کا یہ کھانکی رنگ ،

ہندو مسلم اور کیا سکھ ایسائ سب تھے سنگ ،

                                               British

کی پھٹی آنکھیں ره گئے تھے وه دنگ ،

آزادی کی لڑائی کی شروعات نہیں ماتر بھومی 
کی تھی جنگ ،

                                          Gandhi ji

کر بڑے آگے قدم سب کے ایک سنگ ، feelکو 

شخص تھا ایک جیتے ہم جس کے سنگ ،

میں ارادے تھے بلند جو لوگ  jailڈالے گئے 
تھے سنگ ،

                 Masseeha  تھا وه شخص دنیا
دیکھ رہی تھی جسے دنگ ، 
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Israel unveils Mahatma Gandhi’s 1939 letter wishing 
Jews ‘era of peace’ 
Date : Sep 28 , 2019   |   Image Credit : PIXABAY

The National Library of Israel revealed a letter written by Mahatma Gandhi 80 years ago 
in 1939. He had expressed wishes of peace to the Jewish people in his letter.

Ÿ He wrote this letter on the occasion of the Jewish new year, that is, on 1 September 
1939. It also marks the day Germany invaded Poland, setting off World War II.

Ÿ Gandhiji had addressed the letter to the Bombay Zionist Association’s head. A. E. 
Shohet, who was struggling to get the support of Indian leaders in favour of a 
movement to establish a national home for the Jews.

Ÿ Mr Shohet was an Indian Jewish leader from the Jewish Baghdadi community in 
Bombay who saw the movement as the only way to unite the Jewish population in 
India.

Ÿ The Jews included the wealthy Baghdadi Jews, local European Jews and Israelian 
Jews.

Ÿ As Gandhiji remained silent on the killing of Jews, Mr Shohet wanted to win him over 
his side.

Ÿ However, he couldn’t convince Gandhiji to become an active defender of European 
Jews or the radical zionists.

India U-18 football team win first-ever SAFF title 

Date : Oct 1 , 2019   |   Image Credit : Twitter@IndianFootball

The Indian U-18 football team won the SAFF U-18 Championship for the first time ever on 
Sunday.

They defeated Bangladesh by a score of 2-1, the winning goal coming in during injury time.

Ÿ Vikram Partap Singh and Ravi Bahadur Rana scored the goals for India.

Ÿ Yeasin Arafat scored the goal for Bangladesh.

Ÿ India’s Ninthoinganba Meetei won the Most Valuable Player of the tournament.

All India Football Federation (AIFF) President Praful Patel congratulated the team.

The Indian U-15 national team has also won the SAFF U-15 Championship in August 
2019.

The SAFF U−18 Championship is a football championship for male footballers under the 
age of 18.

Ÿ The South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) organises the tournament once in two 
years.

Ÿ Teams from 6 countries participated in it this year. They are Bhutan, Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.

Ÿ This year, the tournament was held in Nepal.

Did you miss these news? Find them on Curioustimes.in

Greta Thunberg leads 500,000 people 
at Montreal climate protest 

Swachh Bharat: PM Modi declares India 
open defecation-free 

Centre bans onion exports, imposes 
stock limits as onion price continues 
to rise 

Singapore’s ‘fake news’ law comes 
into force 

International Travel Map – The 
Hague, Netherlands 

Mahatma Gandhi’s home in 
Kolkata opens to the publi
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