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Quote of the week

Word to know

Greta Thunberg, world leaders call for action at UN Climate Action 
Summit 2019 

Climate activist Greta Thunberg delivered a powerful and emotionally-charged speech at the UN Climate Action Summit.

Ÿ Ms. Thunberg told the participating member nations that the future generation will never forgive them if they fail to act 
on climate change effectively now.

Ÿ She cited incidents of collapsing ecosystems, mass extinctions, and an increasing amount of carbon emissions which has 
made the situation completely unacceptable.

Ÿ Ms. Thunberg and 15 other children also filed a complaint charging that Germany, France, Brazil, Argentina and Turkey 
had violated their human rights by failing to halt the climate crisis. These 5 countries allow such complaints to be brought 
against them under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, an international treaty. 

Leaders of many countries also spoke on climate crisis at the Summit.

Ÿ 66 countries, 93 companies and more than 100 cities committed to reaching net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

Ÿ Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, Norway and others, doubled their current pledges to the Green Climate Fund. This fund 
helps developing countries in their climate efforts.

Ÿ The Marshall Islands declared a “climate crisis” and updated its commitments to try to reach the target of limiting warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Ÿ Germany and Slovakia along with New Jersey (US) and Puerto Rico (US) have promised to stop opening new coal plants 
after 2020

Prime Minister Narender Modi in his speech, promised to double the renewable energy capacity in India by 2022. In addition 
to this, he pledged to bring the non-fossil fuel target to 400 gigawatts.

Date : Sep 20 , 2019   |   Image Credit : Twitter@UNClimateSummit

The more that you read, the more 
things you'll know

The more that you learn, the 
more places you'll go

- Dr. Seuss

Anticipate
Verb | an-tIs-i-payt

to think that something will 
probably happen

Teenage Indian girl receives Gates Foundation’s 
Changemaker award 

Date : Sep 26 , 2019   |  Image Credit :  Twitter @KSCFIndia

Payal Jangid received the Changemaker award on 24 September in the US.

Ÿ The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation gave this award.

Ÿ They have given Payal this award for her fight for education and against child labour 
and child marriage in her village in Rajasthan.

Ÿ In a  video, she explained details of the challenges faced by girls in Hinsla village, about 
100 km from Jaipur.

Ÿ Payal said that girls there are not allowed to go out and study and are married off early.

She herself fought against an early marriage that her family wanted for her.

Ÿ Payal has since then been working to raise awareness on the problem of early marriage.

Ÿ She not only discourages child marriages but also encourages parents to keep their 
children in school.

Ÿ Payal does this by organising rallies, posters, going house to house and speaking to the 
families.

Ÿ She was also elected as a leader of children’s parliament which is a youth forum that 
raises issues to the village mayor.

Chandrayaan-2: NASA says Vikram had hard landing 

Date : Sep 23 , 2019   |  Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

According to NASA, Chandrayaan-2’s lander Vikram made a ‘hard landing’ on the Moon.

Ÿ The Indian Moon probe lost contact just minutes before it was to touch down on the 
lunar surface.

Ÿ  Many attempts were made by ISRO as well as NASA to connect to it.

Ÿ NASA Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) passed over the landing site on 17 
September and got some images of the area.

Ÿ  Pictures taken from the NASA spacecraft show the targeted landing site of the 
Vikram rover but not its exact location.

Ÿ  NASA tweeted the images of the targeted landing site of the Indian module.

Ÿ India would have been the fourth nation to make a soft landing on the Moon

Ÿ  Chandrayaan-2 was the most complex mission ever attempted by ISRO.

Ÿ The mission has also made headlines across the world for its small budget.

Meanwhile the orbiter is circling the Moon and working as expected.
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Did You Know

Joke Pokes

Readers' Desk

08 August 2019   | Navdha, Grade 11, DL DAV Model School, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088Saudi Arabia is the largest 
country in the world without a 

river.

Q: Why did the little boy throw 
his clock out the window?

A: Because he wanted 
to see time fly.

ISRO initiates Project NETRA to safeguard Indian 
space assets from debris 
Date : Sep 25 , 2019   |  Image Credit : Twitter, @tfipoost 

The Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO) recently initiated a project named 
Project NETRA or Network for space object Tracking and Analysis.

Ÿ NETRA is an early warning system in space to detect debris* and other hazards to 
Indian satellites.

Ÿ This project gives India its own capability in space situational awareness (SSA) like the 
other space powers.

Ÿ The SSA system will not only ‘predict’ threats from debris, but will also warn against 
missile or space attack.

Ÿ Under NETRA, the ISRO also plans to put up many observational facilities like 
connected radars, telescopes; data processing units and a control centre.

Ÿ These facilities will be able to spot and track objects as small as 10 cm, up to a range of 
3400 km.

Ÿ As a part of the project, they will also set up a high-precision, long-range telescope in 
Leh and a radar in the North East.

Ÿ A Multi-Object Tracking Radar (MOTR) at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota and the telescopes at Ponmudi and Mount Abu will give a broad SSA 
picture.

India will no longer have to depend on selective debris data shared by other countries.

*Debris: broken or torn pieces of something larger

6.3 magnitude earthquake shakes North India, 
epicentre in Pakistan
Date : Sep 24 , 2019   |  Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

Today, at 4:33 p.m., a 6.3 magnitude earthquake shook several parts of North India, 
including the Delhi-NCR region and Himachal Pradesh.

India’s National Centre for Seismology (NCS) officials said that there was no report of any 
loss of life or property.

The earthquake’s epicentre was in Pakistan.

Ÿ Pakistan Meteorological Department’s earthquake centre said the earthquake was 
located near the mountainous city of Jehlum in Punjab Province. Its depth was at 10 
kilometres.

Ÿ The closest big city to the epicentre is Rawalpindi in Pakistan.

Ÿ About 100 people were injured in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) after a building 
collapsed due to the earthquake. They have been moved to a hospital. Parts of a mosque 
also collapsed in the area.

Ÿ Many cities including Peshawar, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Nowshera, Attock and more, felt 
the tremor.

Our Existence in the Cosmos 

It all began with the big bang, 

When the alarm of the cosmos rang.

Matter spread, lifting what was dead,

But are we really alive? – questions 
my head.

Then came the formation of stars,

Time had already begun its wheel, oh! 
How wonderful it was!

B u t  s t i l l ,  w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n 
explanation of time,

What exactly do we know about it?

More than it’s a word with letters 
equal to five less than nine?

With the occurrence of Nebula

Our solar system had come into being,

Planets taking birth, 

And motion had begun in full swing.

Yeah! As we know, 

The third planet it was

Getting ready to be called ‘mother’ by 

May be was the daughter of Mars?

May be Mars was already lively,

But something unearthly has caused 
those scars.

Those scars which Mars carries today

Depict its violent history,

But are we the only intelligence?

Uh! It still is a mystery.

What’s the most interesting fact 
about the Universe?

What we know about it is much less 
than what we don’t know, 

And that has made our curiosity to 
flow.

All ‘we’ know is that ‘we’ are alive,

But who knows? Maybe we are dead 
to others

Others- who live far away on moons 
and planets 

And who knows? Maybe there are 
more Universes!

But the biggest question mark is still 
on the black colour of the Universe 
and our God-gifted sense, 

Alas! Who’s God then and what’s the 
logic behind human existence? 
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Tongue Twister!

Joke Pokes

Readers' Desk

Four furious friends fought for 
the phone.

Q: What did the stamp 
say to the envelope?

A: Stick with me and we?ll 
go places together

Centre approves construction of 1.23 lakh houses 
under PMAY-Urban scheme 
Date : Sep 27 , 2019   |  Image Credit : pmaymis.gov

The central government has approved the construction of 1.23 lakh houses under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-Urban) scheme.

This will take the total number of houses sanctioned under the scheme to over 90 lakh. 
The government’s target is 1.12 crore houses by March 2022.

The Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee (CSMC) gave the approval on 
Wednesday evening.

Ÿ For West Bengal, approval was given for 27,746 houses while Tamil Nadu got approval 
for construction of 26,709 houses.

Ÿ Other states which got approval include Gujarat (20,903), Punjab (10,332), 
Chhattisgarh (10,079), and more.

Ÿ The investment for 1.23 lakh houses is Rs. 4,988 crore.

Around 53.5 lakh houses are so far grounded for construction.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)

Ÿ It is an initiative by the Government of India in which it aims to provide affordable 
housing to the poor.

Ÿ It has two components. One is Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) (PMAY-U) for the 
urban poor. The other is Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana (Gramin) (PMAY-G/PMAY-R) 
for the rural poor.

Shafali Verma becomes India’s youngest T20 
International debutant 
Date : Sep 26 , 2019   |  Image Credit : Twitter, @AayuJourno

We recently read about 15-year-old Shafali Verma’s call up to the national cricket team. 
Now, she has become the youngest player to debut in T20 International cricket for India.

Shafali made her debut (entry) on the first day of the three-match T20I series against 
South Africa on 24th September 2019.

Ÿ She entered the field to bat against South Africa at Lalabhai Contractor Stadium, 
Surat.

Ÿ The South African captain Sune Luus had won the toss and opted to field.

Ÿ India made 130/8 in 20 overs and won the match by 11 runs.

This was her first international match. Shafali, unfortunately, faced only four deliveries 
and did not score anything. But we hope that this is the start of a great career!

Shafali is now the second-youngest cricketer to represent India in international cricket 
after Gargi Banerjee, who represented India in 1978 when she was just 14 years old.

िश�ा का दीप 
06 September 2019   | अपणा� शमा�, िहंदी अ�ािपका, डी.एल.डी.ए.वी.मॉडल �ूल, शालीमार बाग , िद�ी

िश�ा का दीप िलए कर म�

इस अंधकार पू�रत मग म�

संक� संजोए पग- पग म�

तुम आगे बढ़ते जाते हो

उिजयारा करते जाते हो।

है �ान �प तेरा ��प

ठहरेगा कब तक तम िव�प

    िनखरेगा रह – रह और �प

तुम जैसे तपते जाते हो

उिजयारा करते जाते हो ।

�ानदान का महाय� यह

हो जीवन का महापव� यह

बने हमारा समय गव� यह

तुम दीप जलाते जाते हो  

उिजयारा करते जाते हो ।। 
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Yes, cats really do bond with people, study says 

Date : Sep 25 , 2019   |  Image Credit : Pixabay

Do you like pets, like cats and dogs? Do you think that dogs are more attached to you while 
cats seem to prefer being independent?

Well, it may seem like that, but researchers at Oregon State University, US, recently 
conducted some tests which show that cats also form bonds (relationships) with their 
owners, just like dogs do. 

Ÿ In this test, they let owners spend two minutes with their cats and kittens in a room. 
Then, the owners would leave the room for two minutes and then come back.

Ÿ They found that about 65% of the cats and kittens were securely attached to their 
owners. This attachment lasts even after the kittens grow up or have been away from 
the owner for a long time.

Ÿ The cats who were attached to their owners continued to explore their surroundings 
after their owner returned but paid attention to their owners.

Ÿ However, the cats who were not attached showed signs of stress, like shaking tails, 
licking lips, avoiding their owner, etc.

Ÿ This study has helped researchers to understand cats’ behaviour better. They hope to 
use this information to help find new homes for many cats who are living in animal 
shelters.

Do you have a pet? Tell us about it!

Megan Rapinoe, Lionel Messi win best player at Best 
FIFA Football Awards 2019
Date : Sep 24 , 2019   |  Image Credit : Twitter@FIFAcom

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi won the men’s player of the year, while United States’ Megan 
Rapinoe won the best women’s player of the year at the Best FIFA Football Awards.

FIFA held the ceremony in Milan, Italy last night.

Ÿ Messi beat Juventus’ Cristiano Ronaldo and Liverpool‘s Virgil van Dijk to win the award. 
This is his sixth men’s best player award.

Ÿ Rapinoe won the award for being the best player at the 2019 Women’s World Cup.

Ÿ She beat fellow American Alex Morgan and England’s Lucy Bronze to win the award.

Some other winners

Ÿ Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp was named men’s coach of the year while Unites 
States’ coach Jill Ellis, won the women’s coach award.

Ÿ Liverpool’s goalkeeper Alisson won the best men’s goalkeeper prize while Netherlands’ 
Sari van Veenendaal won the best women’s goalkeeper award.

Ÿ 18-year-old Daniel Zsori won the Puskás award for the best goal.

The Best FIFA Football Awards is an annual award presented by football’s governing body, 
FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association) to the best players of the year.

Did you miss these news? Find them on Curioustimes.in

Game of Thrones wins Best Drama at 
2019 Primetime Emmy Awards

India at the UN: PM Modi receives Gates 
Foundation award, meets heads of states 

Doctors, nurses no longer need to 
take TOEFL, IELTS exams to practice 
in the U.K. 

50,000 gather in Houston, US for 
Howdy Modi event, Trump joins 

Google celebrates its 21st birthday 
today 

Onion prices rise all over the 
country 
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