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Birds sing in different dialects according to the 
area they live in

Date : Jun 16 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

Do you enjoy the sound of birds singing? While to us, it all sounds the 

same, it turns out that many birds sing in different dialects! A dialect is a 

form of a language that people speak in a particular part of a country, 

containing some different words and grammar, etc.

According to Laura Molles, an ecologist in New Zealand, many birds are 

not naturally born with the ability to sing. They have to be taught to sing 

and are known as “true songbirds”.

When these baby birds are copying adults, they sometimes make a 

mistake. That mistake, in turn, is copied by other birds, and that is how a 

local dialect develops.

A dialect means their songs sound slightly different depending on where 

they live and the adults they learn it from.

Birds sing to communicate with each other and to attract partners. So, 

“speaking” the dialect of the area can increase a bird’s chances of finding a 

partner.

Some birds are bilingual, or even trilingual (speak more than one 

language). This is because they have grown up around different local 

dialects.

Scientists hope to use this knowledge when they re-introduce 

threatened birds to new areas so that they can ‘fit in’ even if they don’t 

have the right dialect.

Drones deliver library books to children under 
COVID-19 lockdown

Date : Jun 18 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Pixabay

The COVID-19 pandemic has closed schools and public libraries across 

the world. In order to ensure that children continue to read, a librarian in 

Christiansburg, Virginia, US is using drones to deliver books!

Drones or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are a type of aircraft that 

does not have a pilot. It is controlled from the ground or by a computer.

The librarian, Kelly Passek, is working with drone service Wing, a  

Google-related company to get the books delivered.

Kelly had been using Wing to get household items delivered and realised 

that it could help with book delivery too.

Now, Christianburg has become the first place in the world to offer a 

library book drone delivery service.

To order books, students visit their school’s website and fill out an online 

form requesting a book of their choice.

Kelly then approves the requests, and takes the books to Wing’s office. 

From there, Wing flies the books directly to students’ homes via drone.

Since the launch of its book-delivery service last week, Wing has 

delivered more than 35 books to children. The drones weigh about 4.5 kg 

and can carry items weighing up to 1.3 kg.

Escalate  
Verb | es-kuh-leyt

to become or make something become greater or more serious
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"Hear how the birds, on every blooming spray, 
With joyous music wake the dawning day."     

Alexander Pope
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Satellites help track endangered red pandas

Date : Jun 17 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

Do you know about red pandas?

They are cute, bear-like animals found only in the eastern Himalayas and 

southwestern China. Despite the name, they are not related to giant 

pandas.  However, red pandas also eat a lot of bamboos (like giant pandas 

do).

Red pandas are endangered (very less in number) today due to illegal 

hunting and loss of forests. There are only a few thousand of them left 

now. So, keeping a check on their numbers is important.  This will help 

make sure that they don’t decrease.

In order to do this, scientists have fitted GPS collars on 10 red pandas in 

the forests near Mount Kangchenjunga, Nepal.

These GPS collars are then tracked using satellites. The pandas are also 

being photographed with secret cameras in the forests.

All this helps us understand the habits of the red pandas, which scientists 

can use to save them from extinction (dying out).

The 10 pandas have been named by local people as Paaru, Dolma, 

Chintapu, Mechhachha, Bhumo, Senehang, Ngima, Brian, Ninamma and 

Praladdevi.

Maharashtra’s 50,000-year-old Lonar Lake turns pink

Date : Jun 15 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Twitter@mrdagajee

We have read about pink lakes before. Now, India has also gotten its own 

pink lake.

Recently, Lonar Lake in Maharashtra has suddenly turned pink in colour! 

It usually looks green.

Scientists are not sure about the exact reason. They believe that it is likely 

due to either increased salinity (salt) in the water or the presence of algae 

or a combination of both. Algae are simple aquatic plants that can range 

from the microscopic size microalgae to over 100-feet-long seaweed.

This has happened before as well but the colour was not so strong before.

Some experts also think that as the water level is low right now, it has led 

to increased salinity and algae, creating a more visible pink colour.

Samples of the lake are being studied now to understand exactly what 

has happened.

About Lonar Lake:

The lake is located about 500 km east of Mumbai in the Buldhana district 

of Maharashtra. It is a national geo-heritage monument.

Lonar Lake was formed after a meteorite hit Earth around 50,000 years 

ago.

Did You Know Joke Pokes

Q. What do you do if you see a spaceman?

A. Park your car, man.
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The call of a kakapo (a type of parrot) can be 
heard 3.7 miles (6 km) away.
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Cybersecurity is a shared responsibility! 

Date : 7 June 2020  |  Angela, Grade 12, Excelsior English School, Kottayam, Kerala

As Jeh Johnson, Former United States Secretary of Homeland Security, precisely said “ Cybersecurity is a shared 
responsibility and it boils down to this: in Cybersecurity, the more systems we secure, the more secure we all are”.

Today, cybercriminals seem to be capitalizing on the anxiety caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Their tools include 
data harvesting malware, ransomware, online scams, and phishing.

It is estimated that one cyber attack takes place every 39 seconds. Ever since the virus outbreak began the cyberspace 
has been flooded with targeted cyber attacks. Cyber Security agencies have seen a surge in large scale password 
spraying campaigns against healthcare bodies and medical research organizations. All of us are constantly at the risk 
of cyber scams and this comes with the ever-evolving technology that we all embrace.

As we all know, in a post-COVID 19 world, cyberattacks on business and healthcare are going to be the norm of the 
day. But it cannot be addressed as easily or quickly as it is today unless it is taken up as an individual responsibility.

This is not done by only protecting your accounts and devices from online scams but also reporting them and sharing 
your experience to spread awareness and more importantly the seriousness of the danger it poses.

During this lockdown, let us personally take up the challenge of minimizing cyberattacks by sharing our experiences at 
platforms such as Curious Times and effectively build a barricade of understanding and awareness against our most 
potent nemesis today.

Kumar Swarit, Grade 6 , DLDAV Model School, Shalimar Bagh, New Delhi 
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Hummingbirds see colours that humans 
cannot imagine

Date : Jun 18 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

Do you know about hummingbirds? They are known for their bright 

colours, long beaks and fast flapping of wings.

A recent discovery has shown that hummingbirds can see colours that 

are invisible to the human eye.

These are known as nonspectral colours (or hues) – colours that are not 

part of the rainbow.

Humans can see one nonspectral colour – purple. We have 3 colour 

cones – red, blue and green. All the colours we see are a combination of 

the three.

However, birds have four colour cones. This means they can see 

ultraviolet light with their naked eyes (which we cannot).

In the study, researchers used an LED (tube light) device to display two 

different colours on circular surfaces next to hummingbird feeders.

One feeder would contain sugar water (which the birds like), while the 

other contained just plain water.

They kept changing the position of the coloured tube light so that the 

birds would not associate the sugar water with only one colour.

They found that the birds quickly learned which light indicated the sugar 

water.

It also showed that they could differentiate between green colour and 

ultraviolet+green colour. These look the same to humans.

The birds could also see other nonspectral colours, like purple, 

ultraviolet+red and ultraviolet+yellow.

Date : Jun 15 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Twitter@JimBridenstine

NASA has appointed Kathy Lueders as the new head of its human 

spaceflight division. The division is officially called Human Exploration 

and Operations Mission Directorate (HEO).

Kathy Lueders is the first woman to lead this division. Her appointment 

comes after the previous head, Doug Loverro, resigned last month.

This is a very important role as this division is in charge of NASA’s 

program to send humans back to the Moon in 2024.

Who is Kathy Lueders?

She joined NASA in 1992. For the last seven years, she has been leading 

NASA’s Commercial Crew Program. This program is working with 

SpaceX and Boeing to develop spacecraft to take NASA astronauts to 

the ISS.

Lueders oversaw the Commercial Crew Program’s first success recently. 

You would remember the historic launch of the first SpaceX flight 

carrying NASA astronauts to the International Space Station (ISS) on 30 

May.

It marked the first time humans have travelled into orbit from US soil 

since 2011.

Lueders will also oversee NASA’s Artemis program, NASA’s plan to 

return astronauts to the Moon by 2024.

She has also managed the Space Shuttle Program in the past.

Tongue Twister! Joke Pokes
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If you notice this notice,

you will notice that this notice is not worth noticing.

Q. Did you hear about the two guys who stole a calendar?

A. They got six months each.
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Date : Jun 13 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Pixabay

In 2010, Forrest Fenn, an 89-year-old art and antiquities (ancient art) 

collector created a treasure hunt. A treasure hunt is a game in which the 

players are given clues (pieces of information) to help them find a hidden 

prize

He hid a bronze chest filled with gold, jewels, and other valuables worth 

more than US$1 million in the Rocky Mountains, US. This is a mountain 

range in North America, which covers parts of both the US and Canada.

Then, he put clues to the treasure’s location online. He also put them in a 

24-line poem that was published in his 2010 autobiography (story of his 

life) The Thrill of the Chase.

Since then, thousands of people have explored the Rocky Mountains, 

looking for the treasure.

Recently, someone finally found the treasure! The person, whose name 

has not been revealed, found the treasure and sent a photo of it to 

Forrest.

Forrest congratulated all the people who tried their best. He says he 

organised the treasure hunt to encourage people to explore the 

wilderness and the chance to try out an adventure.

Dogs can identify the smell of COVID-19 from sweat

Date : Jun 16 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

A while ago, we read about dogs under training to sniff the COVID-19 

disease.

A new study has shown that they can identify the smell of COVID-19 from 

sweat. The study was held at the national veterinary school in Alfort, 

France.

They trained 8 Belgian Malinois shepherd dogs to identify the smell of 

COVID-19 from sweat. These dogs had been trained to detect explosives, 

cancer, and find survivors during search and rescue missions.

The experiment was a great success. The dogs were able to sniff out the 

smell from 95% of all samples. Four dogs were able to do it every time.

It shows that the sweat of a person with COVID-19 smells differently 

from a person who is not sick.

This is very encouraging news as such dogs can help identify the disease 

faster, keeping it under check.

Belgian Malinois shepherds are well known for being very smart and they 

are trained for many tasks.
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A hidden treasure chest has finally been found 
after 10 years

Tongue Twister! Joke Pokes

This is the sixth zebra snoozing thoroughly.
Q. Why did the opera singer go on a cruise?

A. She wanted to hit the high Cs.
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My Expressions

Pandemic Problems! 
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Tanya Rose Jikku
7, The Choice School, Kochi, Kerala

Date : 18 June 2020  |  Gungun Mahapatra, Grade 12 , Navy Children School , Kochi , Kerala

I am so livid

For my last year of school

Is in a new city

amongst new folks

Friends or foes?

Who knows!

A pandemic has put me between four walls

Being an introvert I must savour

But here I am

Stuck between links, online classes and projects

With tons of conference calls

All this time I worried

At this level of earth decay

The next few years would leave me nothing to say

But then came 2020

With a plethora of offerings, no one asked for

It did some of our pending chores

No-one stopped economies

Then a pandemic did

Ozone holes were fixed

Biodiversity revived

Earth is out of a ventilation

Now in full life

We lost lives

At the scale of millions at a time

How could I sit all naive and yet fine?

Social distancing they say

Is a way of life

The pandemic may have affected us

But it also taught us lessons for life

How family time is a gem

In ways to heal commitments

How to cook and clean

Without house help and interruptions in between

Thank you Pandemic

You created history

And left much to be seen

And less to speak

We may crib and cry

This is a trying time

But by the time the doors open

We will be just fine.
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Australia’s rare night parrot has a poor night vision

Date : Jun 7 , 2020   |   Image Credit : NRAO/AUI/NSF, S. Dagnello

A new method of analysing earthquake data has found that there are 

blobs of hot, dense material that curls around Earth’s core. They are 

continent-sized zones.

While these ‘blobs’ have been discovered before, scientists were 

surprised to find that they were widespread and more of them exist than 

expected. What these blobs are made of, is not certain for now.

What are the details of the study?

The Earth’s core boundary lies some 2,900 km below Earth’s surface. It is 

very hot there and we cannot send instruments to study it.

However, by studying how earthquakes move through different 

materials, scientists have been able to make a map of Earth’s interior. That 

is how the ‘blobs’ were identified years ago. They are known as ultra-low 

velocity zones.

Recently, a team of international scientists decided to use an algorithm 

(computer programme) used for studying stars, to identify more ultra-

low velocity zones. The algorithm is called the Sequencer. It’s designed to 

run through large astronomical datasets looking for patterns.

After some adjustments, they used it to search through 30 years of 

seismic (activity under the Earth) data and it was a great success.

It revealed a previously undetected ultra-low velocity zone beneath the 

Marquesas Islands in the South Pacific.

In addition, it also showed that the known ultra-low velocity zone 

beneath Hawaii is much larger than previously known.

All these suggest that the Earth’s guts are more ‘blobby’ than we thought.

Word to know

Navigate  
Verb | nav-i-geyt

to direct the way that a ship, aircraft, etc. will travel, 
or to find a direction across, along, or over an area of 

water or land, often by using a map

Did You Know
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Undiscovered massive structures surround Earth’s core

Date : Jun 16 , 2020   |   Image Credit : Wikimedia Commons

The Earth's inner core is nearly as hot as 
the surface of the Sun, and the pressure 
down there is 3 million times what it is on 
the surface.
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Australia is home to many unique animals and birds. The rare night parrot 

is one of them, which is endangered. This bird is nocturnal, which means it 

is active at night.

However, a new study says that, despite being nocturnal, the bird night 

parrot has poor night vision (cannot see well in the dark).

What does the study say?

The night parrot’s eyesight seems to be similar to that of daytime parrots. 

It does not have any special features to see in the dark.

This has come as a surprise as most animals active at night have good 

night vision. They need it to hunt, avoid hitting things and protect 

themselves.

Scientists believe that its poor night vision could be one reason why it is 

endangered (less in number).

This species is so rare that the researchers have only one full skull to scan 

and study. So, in order to study it, they have to compare the single skull 

scans with that of its other parrot relatives.

It was thought to be extinct for the majority of the 20th century. Even 

now, no one knows exactly how many of them exist. Scientists are now 

working to save it.
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Tesla becomes the most valuable car 
company in the world

Indian-American soil scientist Dr. Rattan 
Lal wins World Food Prize 2020

Lockdown leads to longer but worse 
quality of sleep

India gets non-permanent seat in United 
Nations Security Council

A study says negative thinking can cause 
brain disease

Supermarket adopts penguins of zoo 
struggling during COVID-19 crisis
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Little did it know… 

Hatched in a small crooked bush,

small and bijou little did it know,

the human world and its intent,

lived recklessly through the darkness.

All alone, tired and hungry, it foraged,

with hope and might, flew across the woodland,

neither agitated about death nor ending,

came across a fare.

Delighted and astonished it stood,

the tiny beast swallowed all,

but little did he know the ensuing.

Out bolted blood from its mouth,

and net all over its fuselage,

anxious and dejected and surprised it fell to the 
rutted grass,

never did it again trust the human world and its 
intent.
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