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Mars’ ice-filled ‘Korolev crater’ could be a 
source of water
 Image Credit :  Wikimedia Commons

Recently, the European Space Agency’s Mars Express 
spacecraft flew over Mars’ Korolev crater, capturing a 
video. The Mars Express mission was launched in 2003. 
It has been studying Mars for almost 17 years now.

The video gives us a stunning view of the Korolev crater. 
The video was created from images taken by the Mars 
Express’ High-Resolution Stereo Camera (HRSC).

What is the Korolev crater?

The Korolev crater is a beautiful ice-filled crater on Mars. 
The ice is visible all year round.

The crater is 82 km across and at least 2 km deep. It was 
named in honour of chief Soviet (Russian) rocket 
engineer Sergei Pavlovich Korolev. He is also known as 
the father of Russian space technology.

Scientists believe that the Korolev crater is likely to be a 
source of water on Mars and will be beneficial for future 
human colonists. 

Watch the video of the Korolev crater here: 
https://youtu.be/9FKawIpOIVM

Poland is the first country to add video games 
to school syllabus
 Image Credit : Pixabay

Can you imagine studying video games in school?

Poland has become the first country in the world to add 
video games to its school syllabus. The game is called 
This War of Mine.

Starting from the next academic year, it will be on the 
official syllabus for high school students. It will be 
available for free to support the teaching of subjects like 
ethics and history.

The video game industry said that this is a great example 
of how video games can support education by telling 
stories and raising important issues.

What is the game about?

This War of Mine was developed by 11 bit studios. This is 
a gaming company based in Poland’s capital, Warsaw.

It is a war survival video game. However, unlike most 
war-themed video games, it focuses on civilians or 
ordinary people instead of soldiers.

In the game, one has to make many difficult decisions. 
These include how to survive and get basic necessities 
like food and medicine. The video game is inspired by the 
Balkan Wars (1912 & 1913). They took place in the 
Balkan Peninsula in Europe. The game has received 
wide praise for its subject and execution.

"When in doubt go to the library."
J.K. Rowling

Quote of the day!

Hesitate  
Verb | hez-i-teyt

to pause before you do or say something, often because 
you are uncertain or nervous about it

Word to know
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NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) spacecraft 
is currently studying the Moon. The LRO was launched in 
2009. Its data is important for planning NASA’s future 
human and robotic missions to the Moon.

Recently, the LRO has found new evidence that the 
Moon’s craters might be richer in metals (like iron and 
titanium) than the earlier estimates.

If this is confirmed, it could change our understanding of 
how the Moon was formed.

Evidence shows that the Moon was created from Earth’s 
crust as a result of a massive crash with a third body. So, 
the Moon’s bulk chemical composition is very similar to 
that of Earth.

However, the Moon’s surface has more metals than 
Earth’s crust. This has puzzled scientists as Earth’s crust 
is poor in metal. In the recent discovery, researchers 
were using an instrument called the Mini-RF to look for 
ice on the Moon’s Northern Hemisphere. They were 
measuring the dielectric constant. This is an electrical 
property of lunar soil within craters.

They found that the dielectric constant got higher as the 
craters got bigger. It indicates the higher presence of 
metals. This means the larger craters contained more 
metal because they reached deeper inside the surface.

Image Credit : Pixabay

Pollination is the process in which pollen is taken from 
one part of a plant to another so that new plant seeds can 
be produced. This is how trees and plants bear fruits and 
vegetables.

Bees play a very important role in pollination. As they go 
from flower to flower collecting nectar, they spread pollen. 
However, despite their importance to agriculture, many 
bees are endangered.

Recently, a Japanese scientist named Eijiro Miyako has 
come up with an alternative solution for pollination. He is 
using drones and robots that blow soap bubbles to 
transport pollen to flowers.

In 2017, Miyako had experimented with a tiny 4-cm-long 
toy drone to pollinate flowers. However, this drone 
damaged the flowers.

Later he thought of soap bubbles that his son was playing 
with.

After selecting a suitable soapy liquid, he blew soap 
bubbles filled with pollen on flowers of pear plants. These 
bubbles popped on landing, depositing the pollen. This 
idea worked.

They expanded the experiment to a pear orchard. In 
these orchards in Japan, farmers pollinate trees by hand 
using a feather. The experiment was successful and also 
used much less pollen compared to hand pollination.

Flowers attract pollinators by colour and scent. Some 
even emit ultraviolet light. Pollinators include not only 

bees but also butterflies, moths, beetles, and flies.

Did you know?

What did the astronaut say when he crashed into the 
moon?

“I Apollo-gize.”

JokePokes

Scientist uses soap bubbles and robots to 
pollinate trees

Lunar craters show that the Moon has a lot of 
metal
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“Not every person can do big things . But each one of us 
can do small things in a big way.”
Mother Teresa

From jungles to traveling to space, looking for a place on 
Mars to almost entering the robotic age, we humans have 
developed in a big way. This has been possible due to 
the contribution by a lot of people whose work has been 
much talked about and some who haven’t been talked 
but have been big contributors to help in the 
development.

Neil Armstrong was the image of the first man to step on 
the Moon but not many know that Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins were also the crew members of the same 
space mission. For this space mission to be 
accomplished there was many a scientist who worked 
right from the beginning to the end.

She was an engineer and lead the team who 
programmed the code that allowed Apollo 11 spacecraft 
to land safely on the Moon surface. On July 20 1969 
minutes before Apollo 11 ‘s Touch Down on the lunar 
surface, the computer started spitting out error 
messages. The entire mission was in danger. Luckily she 
had set up the computer to focus on the main task and 
ignored everything else instead of aborting the mission 
Apollo 11 landed safely on the moon. Apollo 11 ‘s landing 
has helped the world to discover what lies beyond earth 
and make many more discoveries in the space science .’

As one small step for the man, one giant step for 
mankind ‘. It wouldn’t have happened without the brilliant 
programming skills and cool-headedness of this one 
woman NASA engineer Margaret Hamilton. She went on 
to work on all Apollo manned missions in the future..

I wish Margaret Hamilton were alive!

Arnav Yadav
7 , Amity International School, Sector-46 , Gurgaon , Haryana

What if you could bring back a person back to life from 
history? Who would it be? 

If I could do this I would bring back Stan Lee-the 
legendary comic book writer.

Stan Lee had written many comic books and was one of 
the most inspiring people. I would like to bring him back 
because I want to know more about him and the secret of 
his success. I also want to know how he created such 
marvelous books. 

Since he started writing he has made a ton of famous 
characters like Spider-Man, Iron Man, Black Panther and 
many more.

Stan Lee’s works taught me about self-discovery and 
responsibility, and they often reflected the diversity that is 
so needed even today. Through his works, he often 
reflected society.

The heroes he created taught us to never give up and 
always be ready to help someone no matter how bad the 
situation is. 

Lee used his platform to champion equality in many 
ways. He created characters and situations that 
sometimes served as metaphors for struggles for 
equality.

“With great power, comes great responsibility.”
Stan Lee Through Spider-Man
His artistic works and personality have always inspired 
people.

I wish Stan Lee were alive!

Shivanshi Rai
Grade 5 , Navy Children School , Goa

One such lady engineer 
working on this mission 
who really impressed me 
was Margaret Hamilton. if 
not for her the entire 
mission would have been 
in danger.

Margaret Hamilton joined 
NASA when she was 24 
years old. 

Image: Wikimedia Commons

Image: Wikimedia Commons

One small step for man and one giant one for 
mankind
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Edible straws can lessen plastic pollution

 Image Credit : Twitter@equointl

Single-use plastic items like straws, cups and plastic 
bags are bad for the environment. It is important that we 
stop using such items. But how do we replace them with 
reusable items?

A company called Equo Straws has come up with an idea 
to solve this problem. It is launching an edible, reusable 
and biodegradable straw made from natural ingredients.

The straws will come in four flavours – coconut, rice, 
grass and sugarcane. They all have their own unique 
taste and come in different natural colours.

While straws are not necessary for everyone, people who 
are driving or have disabilities need them. So, Equo 
Straws wants to give them an environment-friendly 
option.

Equo Straws have also ensured that these eco-friendly 
straws are as cheap as plastic or paper straws. That way, 
many more people can use them.

Around 500 million straws are used every day in the US, 
which end up in the ocean, polluting it.

Click here and read about an innovation: edible wheat 
bowls.

Here is a video on plastic pollution in our oceans and 
what we can do: https://youtu.be/HQTUWK7CM-Y

Ancient Aboriginal historical sites found 
underwater in Australia
 Image Credit : Twitter@Flinders

Researchers have found the first underwater Aboriginal 
historical sites in Australia. They are located off the coast 
of Western Australia. There could be many more waiting 
to be discovered.

Aboriginal people are the native tribespeople of Australia. 
A study in 2016 showed that they are the oldest known 
civilization on Earth. Their history stretches back roughly 
75,000 years.

The first underwater site contained ancient items that are 
at least 7,000 years old. At the second site, researchers 
even found a single artefact (ancient item) that is 8,500 
years old.

The artefacts were most likely tools made of stone. Of 
course, now they have marine life growing on them.

These underwater historical sites used to be above 
water, thousands of years ago. At that time, the sea level 
was much lower than today. During that time, the 
Australian coastline also stretched out 160 kilometres 
further than it is today.

The discovery was made by divers as well as the latest 
underwater technology used to detect such sites. The 
researchers have urged the Australian government to 
protect and manage this important cultural heritage.

Here is a video on the discovery: 
https://youtu.be/Uu9V7waH5f0

If a dog chews shoes, whose shoes does he choose?

Tongue Twister

Q. Who is the world’s greatest underwater secret agent?

A. James Pond.

JokePokes
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15 giant tortoises retire after saving their 
species
Image Credit : Twitter@SaveGalapagos

Around 50 years ago, Hood Island giant tortoises were 
almost extinct (very few in number). These tortoises live 
in Española, Galapagos Islands in the Pacific Ocean. 
Galagapos Islands is part of the country of Ecuador.

So, in 1976, experts set up a programme to increase the 
number of Hood Island giant tortoises. There were only 
15 of the tortoises left. This programme was carried out 
at another island, Santa Cruz, in the Galagapos.

The programme has been a great success! Now, there 
are over 2300 Hood Island giant tortoises. Hood Island 
giant tortoises can weigh up about 80 kg and live for 
more than 100 years.

After many many years, the 15 giant tortoises finally 
retired from the programme in June 2020. They have 
been sent back to the wild in their home island of 
Española.

Each tortoise has a GPS satellite device attached to them 
so the researchers can keep tracking their movements 
each day. In six months, a team will visit Española to see 
how the tortoises are adjusting.

Here is a video on the beautiful and unique Galagapos 
Island: https://youtu.be/6UqiDs-_1A8

Romans played board games for fun, 1700 
years ago
Image Credit :  Pexels

We all enjoy game nights – sitting around with friends 
and family to play board games.

A recent discovery shows that people during ancient 
times enjoyed playing board games too.

An ancient board game called ludus latrunculorum was 
discovered in Norway recently.  It was played by Romans 
around 1,700 years ago.

The game has 19 playing pieces and are made of bone. 
They include a very long type of dice. Unfortunately, the 
board is still missing.

This game is thought to be similar to chess or 
backgammon. In these type of games, player challenge 
each other using military tactics (like they are fighting a 
war).

The Ytre Fosse site where the board game was 
discovered is a burial place. It is believed someone 
important was buried there, judging by the other items 
found.

It is also near an important sea route known as the 
‘Nordvegen‘ or ‘north way’.  The game could have been a 
way for traders to socialise or pass the time.

Here is a video on the Roman civilization: 
https://youtu.be/GXoEpNjgKzg

Double bubble gum, doubles bubbles.

Tongue Twister

Q: What music frightens balloons?
A: Pop music.

JokePokes
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The Renaissance gave birth to numerous artists and 
philosophers who have earned their place in countless 
history books and the minds of those born centuries 
following their demise. Leonardo Da Vinci was, 
undoubtedly, one of the most influential byproducts of the 
Renaissance who left behind an overwhelming amount of 
unique ideas, innovative inventions and beautiful art in 
his wake. Leonardo Da Vinci would be the historical 
person I wish to bring back today.

Leonardo rightfully acquired the title of “Universal Genius” 
with his unquenchable desire for knowledge and wisdom. 
He lived by his words-“the noblest pleasure is the joy of 
understanding”. He is revered for his technological 
ingenuity. He conceptualized flying machines, 
concentrated solar power, deadly innovative weaponry 
and a wide variety of machinery inspired by the world 
around him.

His creativity and curiosity moulded him to become an 
incredibly well-rounded individual that strived to not only 
expand his mind but also bring colour and clarity to the 
universe he lives in.

He left behind thousands of notebook pages filled with all 
kinds of observations on art, nature, space and life. He 
was a man clearly ahead of his time and his notebooks 
were a living record of a universal mind. They 
encompassed the experiments and ideas of this 
self-taught polymath, from mathematics and flying 
machines to astronomy and the flow of rivers.

Usually, when you hear the name of this accomplished 
man, the first thing you ought to think of are his 
magnificent paintings which are admired by many. 
Whether it be the subtle smile of the “Mona Lisa” or the 
radiating grandeur of “The Last Supper”, his careful 
attention-to-detail and his rich use of colors grabs the 
attention of anyone who views them. His priceless 
paintings now magnify the halls of multiple museums and 
art galleries around the world. Their timeless beauty 
rakes in visitors from every corner of the planet.

At the end of the day, Leonardo was a determined, bright 
revolutionary who did not let the small-mindedness of 
almost everyone around him hinder his creative mind. His 
childlike creativity, which most people lose in their youth, 
led him to see the world in a completely different light. If 
we had more people like Da Vinci today, the pointless 
wars will be forgotten and humanity would finally see past 
prejudice and indolence to become an unstoppable force 
that can face any issue head-on. 

Bring back laughter, bring back Charlie Chaplin

Shaurya Rajput, Grade 6, , Venkateshwar Global 
School, Rohini , New Delhi , Delhi

Jiya Elizabeth Jikku
9 , The Choice School , Kochi , Keral

Image provided by the writer Jiya Elizabeth Jiku

Leonardo Da Vinci- the “Universal Genius”
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Image Credit : Twitter@IkoroduB

Ikorodu Bois is a group of boys from Nigeria. They have 
become quite famous for remaking famous movie trailers 
and music videos using ordinary household items very 
creatively.

The group members comprise of 15-year-old Muiz, his 
10-year-old brother Malik and their cousin, 13-year-old 
Fawas Aina. Additionally,  Muiz and Malik’s older brother, 
Babatunde also edits their videos.

Ikorodu Bois were already quite famous before on social 
media for their videos. But recently, their fun and creative 
work have even got them a Hollywood invite!

They had remade a trailer of the Netflix action movie 
Extraction, which stars Hollywood actor Chris 
Hemsworth. Then they uploaded the video on social 
media, tagging the actor and Netflix.

Netflix and Chris Hemsworth responded quickly saying 
they love the video and sharing it.

While this was exciting in itself, the producers of the 
movie also took notice. The producers have invited them 
to the premiere (opening) of Extraction 2 in Hollywood, 
whenever it comes out!

The boys are super excited that their hard work has paid 
off.

Image Credit : Twitter@DiMauro_b

We have previously read about glaciers melting at a fast 
rate. This is due to climate change and global 
temperatures increasing.

A while ago, algae likely caused a lake in Maharashtra to 
turn pink. Now, a glacier in Italy is turning pink due to 
algae! Algae are tiny, simple aquatic plants.

Pink snow has appeared at the Presena glacier in 
northern Italy. This snow is called “watermelon snow” and 
is quite common in spring and summer. However, what is 
worrying is that it has been more visible this year.

The pink snow is believed to be caused by a type of 
algae named Ancylonema nordenskioeldii.

Why is this bad news for the glacier?

Darker colours absorb more energy. This means pink 
snow will absorb more energy than white snow, causing 
the ice to melt faster. The melted ice, in turn, causes 
more algae to appear.

Pink snow has also been seen in Greenland as well the 
Andes and Himalayas.

Scientists now plan to study the algae spread using 
satellite data.

Swallow a single drop of ocean water and you’ll swallow 
thousands of microscopic algae. There are more algae 

in the oceans than stars in the Universe.

Did you know?

Algae is making Presena glacier in Italy pink Nigerian boys ‘Ikorodu Bois’ remake movie 
trailer and become famous

Horizontal  
Adjective | hawr-uh-zon-tl

parallel to the ground or to the bottom or top edge of 
something

Word to know
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Abhimanyu Gupta, Grade 4 , 
Springdales School, Dhaula Kuan , New Delhi

Parv, KG , 
The Sixth Element Schools and Day Care 

, Gurugram , Haryana

Aditya  Gupta, Grade 9 , 
Springdales School, Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi

Aviral Gupta, Grade 4 , 
Delhi Public School , Sonepat , Haryana

Atisha Gupta, Grade 6 ,
 DLDAV MODEL SCHOOL,  Shalimar Bagh New Delhi

Yuvraj Jindal, Grade 7 , 
DLDAV MODEL SCHOOL Shalimar Bagh,,New Delhi
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Yes, I am Kali! 
I have always been dark-skinned.

My grandmother tells me that when I was born instead of 
smiling at the first look at my face, my mother’s face 
contorted into a mask of distaste. And the first word she 
uttered was Kali (dark). My father came in to see me and 
being the one who always finds beauty in every aspect 
christened me Krishnakali. But my cousins, mother and 
siblings were not as forgiving. And from Krishnakali, I 
became Kali the dark-skinned one.

My childhood has never been ‘normal’ and I attribute it to 
my skin colour. My sisters were fair and I was dark as 
polished ebony, and it was clear that I looked nothing like 
my father or mother. My grandmother consoled me saying 
that my grandfather was dark too. But knowing this did little 
to bereave my sorrow.

Little incidents began to take on appearances of massive 
happenings. Take for instance the day I asked my mother 
to read snow white to me. As soon as she got to the part 
that said “skin as white as snow”, she glanced at me, 
sighed and shut the book. She told me to get Black beauty 
instead. Looking back, I wonder whether she deliberately 
chose the title or was it by pure chance.

But this was not it. Visitors always gave a quick sideways 
look followed by a quick laugh when I was introduced as 
my father’s daughter. I tried various fairness creams that 
were supposed to make my skin radiant but quit using 
them after reading about the after-effects. As a student of 
11th std I studied Shakespeare’s ‘What is Sylvia?’ and kept 
stumbling over ‘fair’ in the third line of the first stanza. I 
remember wondering whether heaven lent grace only to 
the fair. What about His darker creations?

But when I graduated from college I decide to start life 
anew. I knew that I could not change the colour of skin but 
I knew that I could change the way people looked at me 
like a dark person. And the only way I could do this was by 
education. so I tried out for civil services and got into the 
police force. ever since then, there has been no looking 
back.

You would be surprised if I told you that ever since I joined 
the police, no one has ever called me Kali again not even 
in jest. But I wear the name as a sign of pride now.

I aspire to inspire dark girls who are now called Kali to one 
day, stand up and say “I am Kali…..and this is my story. 
You may shoot me down with your words but like the 
brown dust, I will rise. I rise, I rise, I rise.

Tushar Hisaria
Grade 10 , DLDAV Model School, Shalimar Bagh , New Delhi ,

समलैंगक्ता (homosexuality)

समलैंगक्ता (homosexuality) का मतलब है समान (same) लगं 
वाले मनुष्य के प्रत यौन आकषर्वण (sexual attraction) होना यानी 
कसी लड़की का दसूरी लड़की और कसी लड़के का दसूरे लड़के के 
प्रत यौन आकषर्वण होना समलैंगक्ता कहलाता है।

धारा 377 (Article 377)

इस धारा के हसाब से भारत में समलैंगक्ता को एक अपराध माना 
जाता था। पर 6 सतंबर 2018 को धारा 377 पर रोक लगा दी गई 
और भारत में समलैंगक्ता को अपनाया गया।

एल.जी.बी.टी समुदाय(LGBT community)

यह भारत के सभी लैसबयन, गेय, बाईसेक्सुअल और ट्रांसजेंडर 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) का समुदाय है। 
आज भी भारत वासयों की सोच समलैंगक्ता को लेकर छोटी है और 
इसी कारण भारत में समलैंगक जीवन जीना अत कठन है।

प्राइड मंथ (Pride Month)

हर वषर्व जून का महीना ‘प्राइड मंथ’ के तौर पर मनाया जाता है। यह 
महीना एल.जी.बी. टी सदस्यों के लए एक त्योहार की तरह है। यह 
महीना इस समुदाय के प्राइड यानी गवर्व और सम्मान का प्रतीक है। 
इस महीने में इस समुदाय के सभी सदस्य अपने अपने देश  तथा 
शहर में रैलयों (parade) का आयोजन करत ेहै। लेकन अब ये 
हमारा कतर्वव्य है क  हम इस समुदाय के सदस्यों को उनका गवर्व 
महसूस करने की आजादी केवल एक महीने  के लए नहीं बिक पूरे 
वषर्व के लए दे।

#June2020 #जून 2020 #PrideMonth #प्राइडमंथ

गवर्व महसूस करें (Take Pride)

Abhilasha Ghosh
Grade 10 , Naval Children School , Goa

I am Kali!

Image: Wikimedia Commons
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NASA shows amazing 10-year 
time-lapse video of the Sun

This book is very different from the ones that I have read so far as 
it contains ten very terrifying tales within.

Each tale consists of an impossible and weird teacher who the children, and sometimes fellow 
teachers fear and hate the most. It describes each teacher’s characteristics and attitudes which 
makes him/her different from the rest.

For example, there was one teacher named Ms. Seethe who; was 80 years old and deputy head of 
‘Rile High School’. (though she carried the aspiration of being the head of the school); showed her 
rage by waving her walking stick and giving out detention to students whenever she liked and for the 
silliest reasons, such as sneezing in class, humming while sitting on the toilet, having a birthday on a 
school day, etc.

Another person, who acted as a teacher in ‘Slop School’ was the dinner lady Mrs. Splatt. She had a 
metal hand, a rubber ear, a glass eye, and a wooden leg. She uses her metal hand to beat up 
students who did not eat the lousy food she made. Her food included disgusting things like a sock, a 
pair of spectacles, a hedgehog, a flip-flop, a used handkerchief full of snot and many more.

Though I have read many books by David Walliams and found all of them very interesting and 
engaging, when I read this book, I felt that it was rather boring. Why I say so because most of the 
teachers discussed in this book face the same ending i.e., they vanish to be never seen again. Of 
course, I liked the illustrations in this book as they were bold, well defined and colorful.

Anshuman Nagpal
Grade 5 , Pathways World School , Gurgaon , Haryana

The cover page provided by 
the reviewer - Anshuman
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