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Narendra Modi: India’s Prime Minister for Third Term

The air in Delhi buzzed with excitement as a multitude gathered to witness a historic moment. Narendra
Modi, leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), took the oath as India’s Prime Minister for the third
consecutive term. The elaborate ceremony, steeped in tradition, unfolded before a captivated national and
global audience. Dressed in his kurta pajama, Modi pledged to "do justice to all individuals without bias or
malice." His words, though simple, resonated deeply, echoing through the corridors of power and reaching
millions of homes. This moment marked a renewed promise to serve India’s diverse populace with
unwavering dedication.

Delhi transformed into a fortress on this auspicious day, with over 2,500 police officers deployed and the
city declared a no-fly zone. The tight security ensured the ceremony proceeded flawlessly, highlighting the
meticulous work of the forces behind the scenes. Amidst this security, the atmosphere was one of serenity
and reverence. The presidential palace, with its majestic architecture, stood as a silent witness to history.
Dignitaries from neighboring countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives graced the
event, underscoring its significance. However, the absence of representatives from Pakistan and China
served as a stark reminder of the complex geopolitical landscape.

President Draupadi Murmu played a pivotal role during the ceremony. As the highest constitutional
authority, her presence underscored the event's gravity. With a steady hand and solemn demeanor, she
administered the oath to Narendra Modi. This moment was more than ceremonial; it was a reaffirmation of
the constitutional values that bind the nation. In contrast, the opposition leader watched with a mix of
scrutiny and respect, highlighting the healthy democratic contest that underpins India’s political system.
Modi’'s pledge to uphold the constitution and govern with fairness set a hopeful tone for the future,
promising to treat every citizen with respect and dignity.
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Apple CEOTim Cook
Meets Indian-Origin
Teen Prodigy

Shaurya Gupta's journey began in a Kolkata bedroom. At just 13, his
passion for technology propelled him far beyond his room,
participating in countless online challenges and building apps that
amazed his friends. His dream was to connect with tech giants.

When Apple announced the Swift Student Challenge, Shaurya knew
he had to participate. After pouring countless hours into his project,
he finally submitted it, his heart pounding with anticipation. Weeks
later, an email from Apple revealed his success. Shaurya was among
the winners, earning a trip to Apple’s Worldwide Developers
Conference in Cupertino, California.

At WWDC, Shaurya’s excitement was palpable. Meeting Tim Cook
was the pinnacle of his journey. Cook knew his name and praised his
app, offering invaluable advice. This encounter was more than a
dream realized; it was a beacon of inspiration for young innovators
worldwide, showing that dreams can indeed come true.

Isha'’s Journey to
the Summit of NEET

In Udaipur, a young girl named Isha dreamt of becoming a doctor.
With eyes sparkling like morning dew, she poured over textbooks, not
just memorizing facts but truly understanding them. AIIMS Delhi, the
pinnacle of medical institutions in India, seemed an impossible
dream, but Isha wouldn't be deterred.

Unlike others who crammed, Isha explored the intricacies of biology,
chemistry, and physics like a curious adventurer. She dedicated
seven hours a day to her studies, her unwavering focus a testament
to her determination. Sacrifices were made - social media went silent,
her circle of friends narrowed. It was like shedding weight before a
long hike, Isha explained.

The day of the NEET results arrived. As the sun rose over Udaipur,
Isha slept peacefully. Her parents, hearts pounding, checked the
results online. Isha had not only passed the NEET exam but achieved
the unthinkable - a perfect score! The once-distant peak of AIIMS
Delhi was now within reach, and Isha was ready to embark on the
next chapter of her extraordinary journey.

UGC Approves
Biannual University
Admissions for India

In India's scorching summer of 2024, a wave of change swept
through universities. The University Grants Commission (UGC)
announced a revolutionary reform — biannual admissions. This meant
universities would open their doors twice a year, offering a lifeline to
students who missed the first deadline.

Anya, a young woman who dreamt of studying literature, sat dejected
with a rejection letter. The new policy brought a glimmer of hope. The
biannual system ensured inclusivity, giving deserving students like
Anya a second chance to pursue their academic aspirations.

The reform wasn't just about offering second chances. It aimed to
place Indian universities on the global map. By aligning with
international standards, India could attract talented students and
faculty, fostering a vibrant academic environment. This move was like
creating a level playing field for Indian students competing on the
world stage.

International o
Students in Canada:
ATop Study Abroad
Destination

Maya, a bright young woman from Delhi, clutched her acceptance
letter with a single maple leaf embossed on it. Canada, a land of
towering mountains and shimmering lakes, called to her. It was a
place of academic excellence, cultural diversity, and new beginnings.

Maya’s journey to Canada reflects a broader trend. Thousands of
Indian students, drawn by the promise of quality education and
multicultural experiences, migrate to Canada each year. The allure of
this northern nation has surged, outpacing traditional destinations like
the United States.

Canada is a vibrant mosaic of cultures and opportunities. For Maya,
studying here meant stepping into a kaleidoscope of experiences.
Navigating the student visa process and balancing part-time work
with studies posed challenges,. Maya’s story is one of dreams taking
flight, fueled by the transformative power of education in a land that
embraces diversity and innovation.
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ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

Wild Whispers:
Elusive Clouded
Leopards Filmed

Cuddly or
Dangerous? The
Secret Life of
Adorable Bears

In the dense rainforests of Indonesian Borneo, the elusive Bornean
clouded leopard prowls, a phantom rarely seen. Conservationists
from the Orangutan Foundation set out with camera traps to capture
this endangered species. After days of patient waiting, they finally
recorded a mother and her two cubs.

The sight of the clouded leopard family symbolized survival and the
strength of family bonds. The largest predator on the island, this
keystone species plays a crucial role in maintaining the forest's
balance. However, deforestation and illegal poaching pose significant
threats to their existence.

Conservationists work tirelessly to protect the clouded leopard
through  monitoring, anti-poaching efforts, and community
engagement. The clouded leopard’s survival is in our hands, urging
us to act decisively to preserve nature's wonders for future
generations.

Giant Anaconda
Stops Trafficin
Brazil: AWildlife
Encounter

On a bustling highway in Brazil, traffic screeched to a halt for an
unexpected reason — a giant 25-foot anaconda was casually crossing
the road! Drivers were awestruck by the sight of this magnificent
creature, its muscular body shimmering in the sunlight, a powerful
reminder of the ancient giants that still roam our planet.

Cars honked and brakes squealed, but then something heartwarming
unfolded. Drivers turned into impromptu traffic directors, waving their
arms to slow down others and give the anaconda space to reach the
safety of the bushes. It was a beautiful display of respect for nature, a
moment of human kindness amidst the usual rush of everyday life.

The encounter was filmed by several awestruck onlookers and
quickly went viral. The giant anaconda became an internet celebrity,
reminding everyone of the awe-inspiring power and beauty of the
natural world. This chance meeting highlighted the importance of
respecting wildlife and protecting our planet's amazing creatures,
underscoring the responsibility we share to ensure their survival for
generations to come.

In the vast, snowy wilderness, a grizzly bear emerges, its powerful
form a stark contrast to the gentle snowflakes swirling around it. This
magnificent creature, with its thick fur and keen senses, is an apex
predator, a master of its domain. Yet, in our stories and dreams, we
see bears differently — cuddly companions.

This disconnect is the enigma of bears. Their playful nature and
human-like gait mask their true power. A sudden snap of a twig, a
heavy breath, and a low growl remind us — these are wild animals,
capable of immense destruction. Rae Wynn-Grant, a wildlife expert,
emphasizes bears are not pets, their friendly demeanor hides a wild
heart.

So why do we see friendship in their forms? Perhaps it's a desire for
connection or a way to tame the wild. Or maybe, as Wynn-Grant
suggests, it's a reflection of a shared ancestry, a primal bond that
whispers of a time when we co-existed with these creatures.

When Bear Met
Tigress: ATale from
the Pilibhit Wilds

CF i

In the jungles of Pilibhit, sun-dappled ‘dust danced on the path as a
tigress, a queen in her domain, moved with the grace of a dancer.
Each pawfall was a whisper on the earth, a flicker of orange and
black vanishing then reappearing in the tall grasses. A symphony of
silence and stealth cloaked her purpose — the safety of her unseen
cubs.

Tension crackled in the air. The bear charged, a desperate bid for
dominance. But the tigress, with a mother's wisdom, knew retreat
was the best defense. The bear faltered, realizing it had challenged
the wrong queen. The tigress' authority remained unchallenged.

Experts like Tara Pirie saw more than just a fight. They saw a
complex dance of survival. The tigress' restraint wasn't weakness, but
strength. Her love for her cubs trumped the urge to fight. This
encounter wasn't just about dominance, but a delicate balance in the
ecosystem.
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T20 World Cup Battle

Won: Bumrah’s

Spellbinding, Pant’s -

. INDIA
Grit WONBY
6 RUNS

13/7
(20)

The T20 World Cup final between India and Pakistan was a nail-biting
encounter. Played in New York, the match saw rain delays and a
tense atmosphere. Pakistan opted to field first, and India's batting
order struggled on a tricky pitch. Young wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant
top-scored for India with a fighting fifty.

Pakistan's chase began brightly, but Jasprit Bumrah's spellbinding
bowling turned the tide. His accuracy and variations rattled the
Pakistani batsmen, and wickets fell consistently. A late collapse
sealed India's victory, with young Arshdeep Singh holding his nerve in
the final over.

This win was a team effort for India. The bowlers, led by Bumrah,
defended a modest total brilliantly. This match added another chapter
to the intense India-Pakistan cricketing rivalry, a display of skill and
passion that will be remembered for years to come. And it was a
testament to the enduring spirit of competition

French Open Victory: A \\\ /
Swiatek Triumphs | >z
Over Paolini

In the electric atmosphere of Roland Garros, Iga Swiatek, the
reigning champion, faced Jasmine Paolini, a first-time Grand Slam
finalist. The opening set was a tight battle. But Swiatek, fueled by
determination, wrestled back control, her powerful shots leaving the
crowd in awe.

Swiatek wasn't without her struggles. The weight of expectation
threatened to overwhelm her, while Paolini refused to give up,
pushing the champion to the limit. Every point was a fight, a
testament to the unwavering spirit of both players.

As the sun dipped below the horizon, the tension reached a fever
pitch. Swiatek, with nerves of steel, delivered a final, winning
forehand, sparking a thunderous roar from the crowd. Tears welled up
in her eyes — a champion crowned, not just on the court, but over her
own self-doubt. Paolini, though defeated, earned respect for her
valiant effort.

Wilma Flintstone -
Stone Age cartoon
character!

Wilma Flintstone, the fiery redhead with a heart of gold, was more
than just Fred's wife. Wilma's true strength was her intelligence and
level-headedness. She kept Fred's impulsive schemes in check,
much like Alice Kramden from "The Honeymooners." Wilma juggled a
prehistoric household with humor, using a baby elephant vacuum
cleaner!

Wilma was a culinary genius who sold her famous Gravelberry Pie
recipe. She even became a reporter, exposing scandals and
interviewing celebrities alongside Betty. Their catering business,
"Bone Appetite," showed they could thrive in the business world.

Wilma Flintstone, a feminist icon before her time, challenged
stereotypes. Her intelligence, humor, and resilience made her
relatable to audiences of all ages. She inspires generations to carve
their own path and achieve their dreams. Wilma Flintstone is a
powerful symbol of female empowerment.

Star Wars Boba Fett:
Most Valuable Toy
Ever Sold

D . % \
In 1979, Kenner Products was riding the wave of Star Wars mania
with their action figure line. To capitalize on the craze, they dreamt up
a special Boba Fett figure — the galaxy’s most notorious bounty
hunter — complete with a missile-firing backpack. This was the
ultimate toy for every Star Wars fan.

Years later, these rare figures became incredibly valuable. One
collector, Justin Kerns, dedicated himself to finding these elusive
prototypes, eventually amassing a collection of nine — a mythical feat
known as “The Nine Holy Grails in a Row.”

In 2024, one of Kerns’ Boba Fetts went up for auction, igniting a
fierce bidding war among collectors eager to own a piece of Star
Wars history. The final price? A staggering $525,000, making this
rocket-firing Boba Fett the most valuable vintage toy in the world.
This unassuming action figure had become a testament to the
enduring collectability of Star Wars memorabilia.
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Meghalayaindia: A
Nature Lover’s
CETED T

Meghalaya, a northeastern state where clouds not only grace the sky
but also caress the earth. Cherrapuniji, nestled in the Khasi Hills, is a
haven where rain isn't just weather—it's a rhythm of life. Locals share
stories of rain's ancient wisdom as it drenches the land with 36 feet of
annual rainfall. Imagine waking to the symphony of raindrops, the air
thick with the scent of petrichor.

The journey leads to Mot Palong Park, where the Khasi Hills meet the
plains of Bangladesh. Nearby, the living root bridges of Tyrna, crafted
by the Khasi people, stand as a testament to their bond with nature.
The Double Decker Living Root Bridge, with two levels, showcases
their ingenuity and sustainable practices.

Shillong, Meghalaya's capital, is a city where colonial charm merges
with Khasi culture. A short drive leads to Laitlum Canyon, a dramatic
landscape with a hidden waterfall. For tranquility seekers, Umiam
Lake offers a serene escape with lush forests and islands.

Kathi Rolls:
Symphony of
Paratha, Kebab, and
Spice

savoring Shillong:
From Smoked Meats
to Sweet Treats

Born in the heart of Kolkata at Nizam's, the Kathi roll is a culinary
legend. It started as a dream of Nawab Barkat Ali, a relative of the
restaurant’s founder. Inspired by the kebab, he envisioned a portable
version that people could enjoy on the go. This marked the birth of
the Kathi roll, a culinary mosaic that has captured hearts worldwide.

The Kathi roll is a masterpiece of culinary artistry. It starts with a soft
paratha or roti, filled with succulent marinated meats, paneer, or
vegetables. Sliced onions, green chilies, chutneys, and sauces create
a symphony of flavors and textures. The Kathi roll's versatility is truly
remarkable, offering a variety of options to cater to every palate and
preference.

The Kathi roll isn't just a dish; it's a culinary journey that has evolved
and adapted over time. It has embraced new ingredients, flavors, and
techniques, yet remained true to its roots. Today, you can find Kathi
rolls in every corner of the world, a testament to the global appeal of
this simple yet ingenious creation. Each roll is a unique expression of
creativity and flavor, reflecting the diverse culinary landscape of India.

Shillong, nestled in the "Abode of Clouds," is a city where the culinary
landscape is as diverse as its surroundings. From bustling street
markets to cozy cafes, Shillong offers a gastronomic adventure for
every taste. Police Bazar awakens to a symphony of aromas.

Here, a budget-friendly feast awaits, catering to both vegetarian and
non-vegetarian palates. Shillong aloo muri, local momos with fiery
chutney, and tangy pani puri are just the beginning. The journey
continues with smoked meats, Phan Tungtap (a traditional Khasi
dish), and sweet treats like Pu Khlein and Pu Tharo.

Meghalaya's hidden treasures reveal themselves in dishes like Pu
Doh (fermented soybeans) and Pu Sla (a local meat delicacy). The
orchards offer exotic fruits like Soh Niamtra (mandarins) and
Soh-long (blackberries). For a deeper dive, indulge in a traditional
Khasi feast with Ja Doh (Meat Rice), Lngsiej (bamboo shoot pickle),
and Tungrymbai (fermented soybeans).

Unveiling the
Legends and Lore of
the Brahma Kamal

In the heart of the Himalayas, where gods once walked among men,
whispers of the Brahma Kamal echo through the ages. This flower,
said to have blossomed from the mind of Brahma, the Creator, unfurls
its petals under the moon's gaze, offering a celestial gift to the sacred
earth. It's a testament to the interconnectedness of faith and nature.

This sacred bloom, revered in the Valley of Flowers, holds healing
powers and grants wishes. Its pristine white petals, emerging at
midnight, reflect the purity of Brahma's thoughts. The flower's
fragrance, a mix of musk, honey, and vanilla, attracts nocturnal
pollinators, creating a nightly symphony of nature.

Even today, the Brahma Kamal captivates hearts and minds. Its
nocturnal bloom, a luminous spectacle, draws adventurers and
botanists alike. Designated as the state flower of Uttarakhand, it
stands as a testament to its enduring legacy, balancing the earthly
and the divine, and continuing to enchant those who witness its
ethereal beauty.
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Child’s Nature Painting:
Colorful Board Art

Miss Prashikha,
Delhi Public School Jankipuram,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
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Sketch Drawing:
Kartik Aaryan Portrait

Vansh Vohra
Bhatnagar International School

Write to us: hello@curioustimes.in 8
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Q: How does a squid go into battle?
A: Well-armed!

Q: Why did the cookie go to the doctor?
A: It was feeling crumbly!

Quirk
Noun | kwurk
a strange habit

Tomeue In the bustling bazaar of Bombay, Benny the baker baked buttery biscuits beneath the
s banyan tree, while bees buzzed blissfully. Determined to dazzle, Benny devised a daring
tongue twister: "Amidst the azure abyss, an audacious adventurer attempted acrobatic
alliteration but tumbled into a tumult of tantalizing twists!" As patrons pondered, Benny
TWISTER chuckled, for in his bakery, linguistic lunacy reigned supreme.

"Like stars scattered across the night sky, each moment in life
twinkles with its own unique brilliance, illuminating the path of our
journey." - Curious Times

WORLD VIEW FOR CHILDREN
News that's Simple and Relatable

STUDENTS PARTICIPATEC NOW!
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LEADING SCHOOLS ARE ON CURIOUS TIMES.
JOIN NOW!
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ENJOY BENEFITS OF CURIOUS TIMES FOR SCHOOLS

1. GETSCHOOLPAGE WITHBRANDING o
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“am) 2. LOGO DISPLAY ON STUDENTS' ENTRICS

3. PUBLISH YOUR SCHOOL NEWS 4

‘ 4, CUSTOMISED SCHOOL-BRANDED NCWSLETTER

5. EARLY ACCESS TO €VENTS & COMPETITIONS

F
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Annuval Calendar

Check out the upcoming Events and
Competitions

READ MORE
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